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What is Claimed is : 

1 . A home system comprising: 

a plurality of sensors, each of said sensors including a first 
wireless port and a second port; 

a server including a wireless port; and 
a portable fob comprising: • **V. 

, a portable housing; 

a first wireless port wirelessly communicating with the 

wireless port of said server; 

a second port adapted for communication with the 
second port of one of said sensors when the second port of said portable fob engages 
or is proximate to the second port of said one of said sensors; 

a user input device; 

a display; and 

a processor operatively associated with the first wireless 
port of said portable fob, the second port of said portable fob, said user input device 
and said display, said processor being adapted to receive engagement or proximity 
information from the second port of said portable fob, said processor being adapted to 
select sensor information responsive to said user input device, said sensor information 
describing said one of said sensors, said processor being adapted to send said sensor 
information to the wireless port of said server from the first wireless port of said 
portable fob. 

2. The home system of Claim 1 wherein the second port of said 
portable fob temporarily or momentarily mates with the second port of said one of 
said sensors. 

3. The home system of Claim 1 wherein the second port of said 
portable fob includes a contact, which closes when the second port of said portable 
fob temporarily or momentarily mates with the second port of said one of said 
sensors. 

4. The home system of Claim 1 wherein the second port of said 
one of said sensors includes a contact, which closes when the second port of said 
portable fob temporarily or momentarily mates with the second port of said one of 
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said sensors; and wherein the wireless port of said one of said sensors sends a 
signature to the wireless port of said server responsive to closure of the contact of said 
one of said sensors. 

5. The home system of Claim 4 wherein said signature is one of 
an address and a serial number. ' 

6. The home system of Claim 5 wherein said processor, said user 
input device and said display of said portable fob cooperate to select a graphical 
identifier; and wherein said processor associates said selected graphical identifier with 
said one of said sensors. 

7. The home system of Claim 6. wherein said graphical identifier 
is one of a label, a symbol and an icon. 

8. The home system of Claim 1 wherein said server further 
includes a second port; and wherein the second port of said portable fob temporarily 
or momentarily mates with the second port of said server. 

9. The home system of Claim 8 wherein the second port of said 
portable fob includes a contact, which closes when the second port of said portable 
fob temporarily or momentarily mates with the second port of said server. 

10. The home system of Claim 8 wherein said portable fob and said 
server cooperate to configure at least one of said portable fob and said server after the 
second port of said portable fob temporarily or momentarily mates with the second 
port of said server. 

1 1 . The home system of Claim 1 wherein said one of said sensors 
includes a signature; wherein the second port of said portable fob is adapted for 
mating with the second port of said one of said sensors; wherein said processor is 
adapted to select information responsive to said user input device, said information 
describing said one of said sensors, said processor further is adapted to send said 
selected information from said first wireless port to the wireless port of said server; 
and wherein said one of said sensors sends said signature from the first wireless port 
of said one of said sensors to the wireless port of said server. 

1 2. A portable fob for a plurality of sensors and a server of a home 
system, said portable fob comprising: 

a portable housing; 
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a first wireless port adapted for wireless communication with 

said server; 

a second port adapted for communication with one of said 
sensors or said server when said second port engages or is proximate to said one of 
said sensors or said server, respectively; 

a user input device; 

a display; and 

a processor operatively associated with said first wireless port, 
said second port, said user input device and said display, said processor being adapted 
to receive engagement or proximity information from the second port and 
responsively communicate with said server through said first wireless port, in order to 
configure said one of said sensors or said server. 

13. The portable fob of Claim 12 wherein the second port of said 
portable fob is adapted for temporary or momentary mating with a corresponding port 
of said one of said sensors or said server. 

1 4. The portable fob of Claim 1 3 wherein the second port of said 
portable fob includes a contact, which closes when the second port of said portable 
fob temporarily or momentarily mates with the corresponding port of said one of said 
sensors or said server. 

1 5. The portable fob of Claim 1 3 wherein the second port of said 
portable fob includes a limit switch, which closes when the second port of said 
portable fob temporarily or momentarily mates with the corresponding port of said 
one of said sensors or said server. ^ / 

1 6. The portable fob of Claim 1 2 wherein said one of said sensors 
or said server includes a port; and wherein the second-port of said portable fob is 
adapted to physically mate with the port of said one of said sensors or said server. 

1 7. The portable fob of Claim 1 2 wherein said one of said sensors 
includes a port having a connector; and wherein the second port of said portable fob 
includes a connector which is adapted to provide a mechanical and electrical 
connection to the connector of the port of said one of said sensors. 

1 8. The portable fob of Claim 1 2 wherein the second port of said 
portable fob is an optical port. 
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19. The portable fob of Claim 12 wherein the second port of said 
portable fob includes a micro-switch having an actuator; and wherein said micro- 
switch closes when said actuator engages said one of said sensors or said server. 

20. The portable fob of Claim 1 9 wherein said one of said sensors 
or said server includes a receptacle port; and wherein the second port of said portable 
fob is adapted to swipe said receptacle port in order actuate the actuator of said micro- 
switch. 

21 . The portable fob of Claim 20 wherein the receptacle port of 
said one of said sensors or said server includes a detector switch having a pivotable 
actuator; and wherein the second port of said portable fob is adapted to pivot said 
pivotable actuator. 

22. A method of configuring a component of a home system 
including a server, said method comprising: 

employing a portable fob; 

engaging said portable fob with or placing said portable fob, 
proximate said component or said server; 

communicating a signature from said component or said 
portable fob to said server in order to configure said component or said portable fob, 
respectively, as part of said home system; and 

displaying a confirmation at said portable fob that said 
component or said portable fob was configured. 

23. The method of Claim 22 further comprising 
employing one of an address and a serial number as said 

signature. 

24. The method of Claim 22 further comprising 
employing a sensor as said component; and 

engaging said portable fob with or placing said portable fob 

proximate said sensor. 

25. The method of Claim 24 further comprising 

displaying a list of graphical identifiers at said portable fob; 
associating said graphical identifiers with corresponding sensor 
names and corresponding sensor attributes; ' *' " 
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selecting one of said graphical identifiers; 

wirelessly communicating the signature from said sensor to 

said server; and 

wirelessly communicating the corresponding sensor name and 
the corresponding sensor attribute for the selected one of said graphical identifiers 
from said portable fob to the server. 

26. The method of Claim 25 further comprising 
employing a label, a symbol and an icon as some of said 

graphical identifiers. 

27. The method of Claim 25 further comprising 

employing a rotary selector having a button to select one of 
said graphical identifiers. 

28. The method of Claim 25 further comprising : 
employing a memory in said portable fob to store and associate 

said graphical identifiers and said corresponding sensor names and corresponding 
sensor attributes. " 4 

29. The method of Claim 22 further comprising 
employing said portable fob as said component; and 
engaging said portable fob with or placing said portable fob 

proximate said server. 

30. The method of Claim 29 further comprising 

wirelessly communicating the signature from said portable fob 

to said server. 

3 1 . The method of Claim 22 further comprising 
employing a sensor as said component; 

communicating said signature from said sensor to said server 
responsive to engaging said portable fob with or placing said portable fob proximate 
said sensor; 

communicating a message from said portable fob to said server 
responsive to engaging said portable fob with or placing said portable fob proximate 
said sensor; and 
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receiving both of said signature and said message at said server 
before configuring said sensor as part of said home system. 



